USA Today (5A) — Thursday, November 19, 2009
“After 20,774 days, Byrds is the longest-serving member of Congress”

By Andrew M. Seaman

After 20,774 days, Byrd is the longest-serving member of Congress
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He's No. 1: Sen. Robert Byrd, D-WVa., is
honored Wednesday for longevity.
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WASHINGTON — Sen. Robert Byrd, D-
W.Va,, made a rare appearance on the
floor of the U.S. Senate on Wednesday to
mark his 20,774th day as a member of
Congress — making him the longest
serving member in history.

“Today ... is more than a commem-
oration of the length of service of one
U.S. senator,” Byrd said. “Today also cele-
brates the great people of the great and

mighty state of West Virginia, who have
honored me by repeatedly placing their
faithin me.”

Byrd, who turns 92 on Friday, is
known for his command of arcane Sen-
ate rules and his ability to steer federal
dollars to his home state.

He also paid tribute to his late wife,
who died in 2006 at age 88. “My only re-
gret is that my dear wife, Erma, is not
here to enjoy this moment with me, but
[ know — yes, [ do! — that she is smiling
down from heaven and reminding me

not to get a big head,” the senator said.
Byrd made his remarks after the Sen-
ate passed a resolution honoring him.
Sen. Harry Reid, D-Nev.,, opened
Wednesday's session by saying, “Every
day since Jan. 3, 1953 — that's 56 years,
10 months and 16 days — West Vir-
ginians have been proud to be repre-
sented in Washington by Robert Byrd.”
Byrd, who joined a filibuster to block
civil rights legislation in 1964, endorsed
fellow senator Barack Obama for the
presidency during the 2008 campaign.

“Countless colleagues, myself includ-
ed, have looked to him for advice, guid-
ance and leadership over the years,”
President Obama said in a statement.
“He is one of the most steadfast defend-
ers of the United States Constitution, and
he never lets usforget the guiding princi-
ples that make our nation great.”

Byrd — elected to the House in 1952
and the Senate in 1958 — broke the lon-
gevity record held by Sen. Carl Hayden,
D-Ariz., who served in Congress from
1912 to 1969.



