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The flood that has muddied or destroyed parts of the Midwest is still making its trek downriver, but already, 
communities have begun figuring out how to dig out and rebuild. 

Recovery will mean different things in different places. 

Coming back will be a struggle for Lake Delton, Wis., business owners who rely on tourist dollars because 
flooding destroyed the levee and let the lake drain out. University of Iowa officials must repair or rebuild as 
many as 20 buildings. In Cedar Rapids, whole neighborhoods may be relocated. 

Costs are being calculated — the National Climatic Data Center made a preliminary estimate of $2 billion 
that was sure to go higher — and dozens of affected communities and farms along the swollen rivers are 
bracing for a long road back. 

Iowa Gov. Chet Culver said the floods of 2008 will be seen as "one of the five worst natural disasters in U.S. 
history, given the scope and magnitude of the devastation." 

"We're talking about billions of dollars in damage … many, many years to rebuild and recover," he said. 

The money is starting to flow. Last week, Congress authorized nearly $2.7 billion. Most of it will go to the 
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) for grants, the Small Business Administration for low-
interest loans and the U.S. Department of Agriculture for grants and loans to farmers who lost a year's worth 
of crops. 

FEMA spokesman Jim Homstad said 21,000 homeowners have filed claims in Iowa, and FEMA has 
approved $45 million in aid so far. 

Homeowners are eligible for up to $28,800 in FEMA grants. They can get low-interest loans from the SBA 
for up to $200,000. Business owners can borrow up to $1.5 million. 

FEMA pays 75% of the price tag for damage to public property, leaving states and local communities to 
cover the rest. Spokesman Butch Kinerney said FEMA will calculate the cost for each state and offer an 
additional 20% for cities to prepare for future disasters. 

In Cedar Rapids, water covered 1,300 city blocks — 9.2 square miles. 

City Hall, the Linn County jail, the fire department, police communication equipment, most of the public 
library's collection and 3,900 homes were all under water. 

Property damage alone could top $1 billion. 

Rebuilding will involve "incredibly emotional and difficult decisions that go along with reshaping a 
community," City Councilman Brian Fagan said. 

"We're going to have to look at how we use riverfront property, where we assist people in relocating their 
homes and businesses. And we have an obligation to do that sooner rather than later," Fagan said. 

City leaders are considering replacing neighborhoods with parks and an amphitheater that could be allowed 
to flood without serious damage, Fagan said. 

Some people who would have to move wonder whether such talk is an overreaction. 

"If we got flooded like this all the time, why rebuild?" says John Rocarek, 51, who owns Sykora Bakery in a 
riverbank neighborhood called Czech Village, where he lives. "To move a half-mile of houses because it got 
wet once in 500 years doesn't make sense. They'd have a fight on their hands." 

Other communities face their own obstacles: 



•At the University of Iowa, 20 buildings took on water, including the main arts building, a 1,000-bed dormitory 
and the main library. 

University spokesman Steve Parrott said funding for recovery will come from FEMA, insurance companies 
and possibly the Legislature. 

He said summer classes have resumed, but some buildings — including those that house the arts, theater 
and music programs — won't be ready for the fall semester. He said they may have to be torn down. 

•Canton, Mo., has to rebuild its waterfront RV park. Mayor Joe Clark said the 23 camper pads and access 
road should be done by Labor Day. 

•Clarksville, Mo., officials are worried about what will be left behind. 

When the waters recede, crews must remove piles of debris that floated into neighborhoods. The sewage 
system shut off, and the weight of the water possibly fractured roadways. 

Workers must sweep the remaining muck from roads and sidewalks. City Clerk Jennifer Calvin said that may 
take weeks. 

•The timing of the floods — in the travel-heavy summer — hurts towns that depend on tourist revenue. In 
Hannibal, Mo., birthplace of Mark Twain, three parks were washed out, said Beau Hicks, executive director 
of the Hannibal Convention and Visitors Bureau. 

Jennifer Foster, co-chair of the National Tom Sawyer Days festival, said the parks used for the festival are 
flooded. She said people call to ask whether the festival — scheduled to start July 2 — will go on. It will, she 
said, in new locations around Hannibal. 

•In Lake Delton, Wis., the Wisconsin River tore through a levee and a road that protected the lake, emptying 
the lake. 

Tom Diehl, a village trustee and owner of the Tommy Bartlett water-skiing show, said about 20 resorts, a 
boat marina and restaurants along the once-scenic lake will be hurt for months. 

Wisconsin Gov. Jim Doyle has promised the levee will be rebuilt, letting water from Mirror Lake flow in and 
restore it to its previous level by spring. 

"An infant has to learn how to crawl before it can walk and walk before it can run," Diehl said. "We're in the 
walking stages." 
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